Prevention of
paracetamol poisoning
• Never give your dog paracetamol unless directed
to do so by your vet.
• Always seek advice from your vet if you think
your dog is in pain.
• Store medicines and products in their original
containers, out of sight and out of reach of pets.
• Replace the tops of containers securely after use.
• If you have medicines in your handbag keep it out
of reach of pets.

What to do if you think your
pet has been poisoned
EMERGENCY ADVICE
• Call Animal PoisonLine on 01202 509000
even if your pet is showing no signs to ﬁnd
out whether a trip to the vet is required.
• Remove your pet from the source of poison.
• Do not try to make your pet vomit –
NEVER give salt water.
• Collect the poison and take a sample/
container with you if you are advised to
take your pet to the vet practice.

24hr
advice for
owners

01202 509000
www.animalpoisonline.co.uk
24 hours a day (charges apply)
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Animal PoisonLine is run by the VPIS,
the UK’s only animal poison centre,
which has provided advice to vets
on the management of poisoning
in animals for over 25 years.
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Sources of paracetamol
Paracetamol is available in tablets and capsules but
is also a common ingredient in medicines for the
relief of cold and ﬂu symptoms. It is also available
in syrups for children.

What are the signs of
paracetamol poisoning?
In dogs paracetamol aﬀects the red blood
cells where haemoglobin is changed to
methaemoglobin. As a result the blood it less
eﬀective at carrying oxygen to the tissues
of the body. It also causes liver injury which
occurs several days after ingestion.
The clinical signs of paracetamol poisoning
can include:
• Panting
• Diﬃculty breathing
• Swollen face
• Discoloured gums
• Lethargy

What is paracetamol?
Paracetamol is a commonly available
painkiller. It is used in dogs but in overdose
can have toxic eﬀects on the blood and liver.

• Distress
• Vomiting
• Liver damage

What to do if you dog has
eaten paracetamo
• If your dog has been exposed to paracetamol –
Contact Animal PoisonLine immediately who
will advise whether you need to take your dog
to the vet.
• If your dog does need to visit the vet they may
prescribe the antidote, acetylcysteine, which may
be given by mouth or through a vein. This will
need to be continued for several days.
• Other speciﬁc medicines may be given to protect
the liver and reduce methaemoglobin.
• Your vet will also take blood samples to monitor
for injury to your dog’s red blood cells and liver.
• In severe cases a blood transfusion may
be required.

Outcome of
paracetamol poisoning
In dogs the prognosis of paracetamol poisoning is
good, particularly if treatment is started promptly.

