Prevention of anticoagulant
rodenticide poisoning
• Always read the directions of household and
garden products before use and use as directed.

What to do if you think your
pet has been poisoned
EMERGENCY ADVICE

• Never use industrial or agricultural products
in the home.

• Call Animal PoisonLine on 01202 509000
even if your pet is showing no signs to find
out whether a trip to the vet is required.

• Never place the bait where your pet may
have access.

• Remove your pet from the source of poison.

• Replace the tops of containers securely after use.
• Store any baits securely out of sight and
reach of pets.
• Professional pest controllers may use more
dangerous chemicals – it is important that you
request and keep information about the product.

• Do not try to make your pet vomit –
NEVER give salt water.
• Collect the poison and take a sample/
container with you if you are advised to
take your pet to the vet practice.

• If your dog is being treated for anticoagulant
rodenticide poisoning it is important to:
- Prevent further access and remove all
sources of bait.
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Animal PoisonLine is run by the VPIS,
the UK’s only animal poison centre,
which has provided advice to vets
on the management of poisoning
in animals for over 25 years.
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RAT AND
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Sources of anticoagulant
rodenticide
Anticoagulant rodenticides are formulated as
ready-to-use baits of variable concentrations in
blocks, gels, grain, pasta baits, ‘throw packs’ and
pre-baited boxes. Many products also contain
denatonium benzoate (Bitrex®) as a bittering
agent. These products are often dyed.
Repeated ingestion of rodents that have died
from anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning is also
a potential risk.
Some products are available to the public in shops
– these are in small quantities and contain a limited
range of chemicals.

What are anticoagulant
rodenticides?
Anticoagulant rodenticides are a group of
compounds used for the control of rodent
pests (rats and mice). They act by blocking a
critical step in the process of blood clotting;
this means blood cannot clot which leads to
uncontrolled bleeding.

What are the signs
of poisoning?

What to do if your pet has
eaten rat or mouse poison
• If your pet has eaten an anticoagulant rodenticide
– Contact Animal PoisonLine immediately who
will advise you whether you need to go to the vet.
• If the quantity eaten and your pet’s weight are
known it may be possible to determine if a toxic
dose has been taken.
• If you do need to go to the vet, treatment may
include monitoring of your pet’s clotting (this
becomes abnormal before bleeding occurs).
This will be done a day or so after ingestion
as effects are delayed.
• If your pet is at risk or already has signs of
bleeding your vet will prescribe the antidote,
this may be needed for several weeks as the
anticoagulant rodenticides are very long-acting.
• If your pet has severe bleeding a blood
transfusion may be required.

Ingestion of an anticoagulant rodenticide can
result in bleeding which can occur anywhere
in the body. The bleeding may be internal and
therefore not obvious. It may take several
days before the bleeding starts.

Outcome of anticoagulant
rodenticide poisoning

The clinical signs of anticoagulant rodenticide
poisoning can include:

The prognosis is good if treatment is started
promptly and bleeding is prevented or controlled.

Examples of anticoagulant rodenticides include

• Lethargy

• Brodifacoum

• Weakness

In animals with active bleeding prognosis will
depend on the site and extent of the bleeding.

• Bromadiolone

• Cough

• Chlorophacinone

• Pale gums

• Coumatetralyl

• Breathing difficulties

• Difenacoum

• Lameness

• Difethialone

• Black, tarry stools

• Diphacinone

• Blood in the urine

• Flocoumafen

• Bruising

